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Ways to Utilize SAT® Vocabulary Builder 

1. Individual Study Guide for enrichment of SAT Vocabulary. The two hundred 
words in this guide are among the most common words used in SAT Reading 
Comprehension, Sentence Completion, and Diction questions. This book 
provides a thorough knowledge of these words and is an invaluable asset for 
understanding and answering SAT questions. This book consists of ten chapters 
containing an essay and two vocabulary lessons in reading comprehension 
which can be completed in approximately one hour. A student can study one 
lesson and will have gained a strong command of ten vocabulary words. This is, 
despite the claims of others, the greatest amount of vocabulary words that can 
be assimilated in a short period of time. Three vocabulary tests are included in 
each lesson and a final exam for each ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
progress in learning these valuable words.  

2. SAT Vocabulary Textbook can be utilized as a SAT vocabulary course. The ten 
chapters in the book are divided into two lessons of ten words each. Each lesson 
takes about ninety minutes to complete and to review all of the exercises. The 
second lesson can be assigned as homework, which can be quickly reviewed by 
the instructor in approximately fifteen minutes at the beginning of the next 
class.  These lessons can be adapted as a twenty-week SAT vocabulary course. A 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ƪŜȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜƭȅΦ  

3. Supporting Examples for SAT Writing are included in this book as most of the 
Words in Context and Sentence Completion exercises are derived from historical 
events and are helpful in providing students with information that could be 
utilized as supporting evidence in the writing of an SAT essay. In addition, the 
essays at the end of each chapter provide a wealth of information that can also 
be utilized as supporting evidence in the writing of an SAT essay. 

4. AP Class Vocabulary can be enhanced by mastering all of the vocabulary words in 
this book. These words are equally applicable to SAT tests, AP tests, and 
increase the efficacy of a student's writing ability through an enhanced 
vocabulary.  

 

 

 

 



Introduction: 

What is so different about this SAT Vocabulary building book from the thousands of 
vocabulary books already published?  Well, we looked at a lot of the vocabulary 
offerings and determined that few current publications combine all the features 
ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅΣ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {!¢Φ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǳǎ 
to produce a book that contains the following: 

1. Uses words gleaned from reviewing dozens of previous SAT released exams. All authors, 
even groups of authors, use a limited vocabulary in their works. The SAT developers fall 
into this same habit. If a vocabulary word has appeared on the test previously, there is a 
good chance it might again.   

2. Contains the denotative along with the connotative nuanced meanings for each word 
appearing on these pages. Not only is English rich in its breadth of vocabulary, but in its 
levels, range, and shades of meaning. Consequently, the denotative, as well as the array 
of connotative definitions, appear here. Keep in mind the SAT tests your interpretation 
ƻŦ ŀ ǿƻǊŘ άƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘέΦ  ²Ŝ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƘŜǊŜƛƴΦ  

3. Extensively uses synonyms and antonyms to assure your grasp of each word is solid.  
4. Includes lots of reinforcement, which is essential in mastering vocabulary. Seeing the 

word in many contexts, while summoning it up in various quizzes and passages, 
eventually indelibly iƳǇǊƛƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ǳǇƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ōǊŀƛƴΦ άwŜǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ 
ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΣέ ƛǎ ŀ ǘǊƛǘŜΣ ȅŜǘ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜΣ ŀǇƘƻǊƛǎƳΦ 

5. Finishes each chapter with an engaging essay to further support your vocabulary 
learning efforts.  
 
So there you have the five-step recipe for building a superior vocabulary for the SAT. 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ {!¢ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
all for the better. Each chapter is divided into two lessons of 10 words each. This is a 
digestible number for most students. All told, there are 10 chapters chock full of real 
SAT vocabulary; once completed, students will know the 200 words, and will have 
gained a decisive edge in accumulating a sound vocabulary to build upon.  

Better still, within the classroom setting, these exercises can be taught orally. The more 
dramatically and interestingly the exercises are presented and delivered, and a good 
teacher can do a great deal to make these exercises interesting, the better the students 
will absorb the new vocabulary. Enjoy and get ready to increase your vocabulary for the 
SAT, while learning a few new things and having, possibly, a bit of fun to boot.  

 

 

 

 

 



Contents of Each Chapter 

¶ List of 20 Words 

¶ List of Words 1-10 
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Diagnostic Test: Choose the correct definition. 
 
1. aberrant 
    a. leading to controversy 
    b. producing a lot of work  
    c. deviating from the norm 
    d. extremely large in size  
 
2. adamant 
    a. unchangeable   
    b. related to teaching 
    c. frustrated and angered  
    d. aggressive; combative  
 
3. altruism 
    a. occurring by chance 
    b. extremely careful  
    c. absolutely necessary 
    d. concern for others 
 
4. ambivalence 
    a. a variety of elements 
    b. undecided 
    c. more than is required 
    d. having great respect 
 
5. amenable 
    a. open to suggestion 
    b. moderate in eating or 
        drinking 
    c. existing for a limited 
        period of time 
    d. tranquility and 
        prosperity 
 
6. anachronism 
    a. to dominate by number 
    b. out of its historical time 
        period 
    c. an angry, verbal attack    
    d. humiliation  
 
7. anarchy 
    a. undecided 
    b. a poor or needy person 
    c. an absence of authority 
    d. a lack of interest 
 
8. assiduous 
    a. extremely embarrassed  
    b. self-interest  
    c. financially strong 
    d. hard-working 
 
 
 
 

 
9. autonomy 
    a. disagreement  
    b. self-rule; independence 
    c. unaware of surroundings 
    d. exaggerated speech 
 
10.bucolic 
    a. harmful to health 
    b. of the countryside 
    c. realistic  
    d. in a sneaky manner 
 
11. castigate 
    a. to cause to occur 
    b. to speak in an evasive 
         manner 
    c. to renounce or give up 
    d. to criticize severely 
 
12. cogent 
      a. easily tricked 
      b. clear and concise 
      c. fearless; determined 
      d. unable to discern the 
          truth 
 
13. contentious 
      a. to trust someone 
          unconditionally 
      b. devoted to a cause  
      c. easily pleased  
      d. argumentative 
 
14. dichotomy 
      a. pertaining to disease 
      b. extreme boredom  
      c. a division into two 
          parts 
      d. a variety of elements 
 
15. didactic 
      a. invasive and harmful 
      b. causing happiness 
      c. acting as a deterrent  
      d. intended to teach 
 
16. discern 
      a. to fine or punish 
      b. to avoid confrontation 
      c. to perceive differences 
      d. ǘƻ ŘŜƴȅ ƻƴŜΩǎ Ǝǳƛƭǘ 
 
 
 
 

 
17. dogmatic 
      a. unshakeable belief in 
          ƻƴŜΩǎ ǾƛŜǿǎ 
      b. easily manipulated 
      c. illogical fear of animals 
      d. tending to lie 
 
18. endemic 
      a. harmful to oneΩǎ 
          health 
      b. native to an area  
      c. practical, rather than 
          theoretical 
      d. lacking energy  
 
19. exacerbate 
      a. to cause to occur 
      b. prevent from getting 
           out of control 
      c. to make a bad situation 
          worse  
      d. to list ƻƴŜΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ 
 
20. exasperated 
      a. worthy of blame 
      b. bizarre and 
           unpredictable 
      c. totally frustrated or 
          angered 
      d. fearless and  
           determined 
 
21. fallacy 
      a. a false belief 
      b. a puzzling problem 
      c. dispersing or spreading  
      d. to achieve a desired  
          result 
 
22. flout 
      a. to consider useless  
      b. boldly disobey  
      c. change instantaneously 
      d. having great respect 
 
23. fortuitous 
      a. very unpleasant  
      b. easily tricked or fooled 
      c. prepared for ahead of 
          time 
      d. occurring by chance 
 
 
 
 

 
24. frugal 
      a. extremely lonely and  
          depressed 
      b. using common sense 
      c. careful in allocation of 
          money 
      d. unable to assimilate  
 
25. furtive 
      a. concise, to the point 
      b. a sneaky manner 
      c. occupying much space 
      d. newly created  
 
26. internecine 
      a. characterized by much  
          happiness 
      b. impossible to satisfy 
      c. a destructive, internal 
           struggle 
      d. lacking contact with  
          other people 
 
27. laconic 
      a. expressing much in few 
          words 
      b. lazy, unwilling to work 
      c. intentionally deceptive 
      d. lively and animated 
 
28. levity 
      a. difficult to understand 
      b. humor or frivolity 
      c. deep thought 
      d. having great promise 
 
29. mitigate 
      a. to lessen the severity  
           of a situation 
      b. give up on prematurely 
      c. persist in a useless 
          endeavor 
      d. start an argument  
 
30. precipitate 
      a. to depend on another 
      b. to offer help in a  
           difficult situation 
      c. to accuse of an illegal 
          action 
      d. to cause to occur
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Chapter One:  The Seeds of the  
American Revolution  

_______________________________________________ 

 
 

      1. adversity 

                                 2. alacrity 

                                 3. anarchy 

                                 4. apathy 

                                 5. antipathy 

                                 6. audacity 

                                 7. effigy 

                                 8. benign 

                                 9. fallacy 

                               10. hegemony 

                               11. impunity 

                               12. instigate 

                               13. itinerary 

                               14. levity 

                               15. paucity 

                               16. perpetuity 

                               17. probity  

                               18. propensity 

                               19. redoubtable 

                               20. schism 
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Chapter One: Lesson One 

Words 1-10 

     1. adversity 

     2. alacrity 

     3. anarchy 

     4. apathy 

     5. antipathy 

     6. audacity 

     7. effigy 

     8. benign 

     9. fallacy 

     10. hegemony 

 
This map by Rigobert Bonne, printed in 1776, details the British held territory following the French and Indian War. 
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Chapter 1: Lesson 1- Words 1-10: Pre-Test 

Write in Denotations (main definitions) of Vocabulary Words. 

1. adversity  

2. alacrity  

3. anarchy  

4. antipathy  

5. apathy  

6. audacity  

7. effigy  

8. benign  

9. fallacy  

10. hegemony  

 

  

Denotations: 

a. a mistaken belief, especially one based upon unsound argument 
b. a strong feeling of dislike 
c. leadership or dominance, especially by one country or group over another 
d. difficulties 
e. a rough model of a person, often damaged as an expression of anger 
f. brisk and strong enthusiasm 
g. beneficial 
h. lack of interest, enthusiasm, or concern 
i. state of disorder, due to absence of authority 
j. the willingness to take bold risks 
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Chapter 1: Lesson 1-Definitions 
WORDS 1-10  Dénotation (1); Connotation (2, 3, 4, etc.); Synonym; Antonym 

1. 1. adversity 
2. \ad-ΩǾ₳r-s₳-ǘŢ\       

3.                  (noun) 
                   

1. difficulties 
2. misfortune 
 
Synonyms: problems; tribulations; hardship; woes 
Antonyms: good fortune; ease;  comfort; success; luck; benefit 
 
 
 

2. alacrity 
 \₳-Ωƭŀ-kr₳-ǘŢ\ 

(noun) 

1. brisk and strong enthusiasm 
2. speed 
3. willingness 
4. eagerness 
 
Synonyms: briskness; enthusiasm; fervor; interest; promptness 
Antonyms: sluggishness; unwillingness; reluctance; hesitancy; caution 
 
 
 

3. anarchy 
 \Ωŀ-n₳r-ƪŢΣ -
ΩƴŅǊ-\        (noun) 

1. state of disorder due to absence, or non recognition, of authority  
2. complete absence of government and law 
3. political disorder and violence 
4. disorder and lack of authority 
 
Synonyms: disorder; chaos; lawlessness;  confusion; turmoil 
Antonyms: order; law; organization; government; tranquility; peace 
 
 
 

4. antipathy 
\an-Ωǘƛ-p₳-ǘƘŢ\       
                 (noun) 

 
 

1. a strong feeling of dislike 
2. aversion 
3. animosity 
 
Synonyms: aversion; animosity; dislike;  hatred; hostility; animus 
Antonyms: admiration; approval; approbation; respect; fondness 
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5. apathy 
\Ωŀ-p₳-ǘƘŢ\    

 (noun) 

1. lack of interest 
2. lack of enthusiasm  
3. lack of concern 
4. lack of emotion 
 
Synonyms: indifference; disinterest; impassivity;  unconcern  
Antonyms: interest; concern; enthusiasm; attention 

 
 
 
6. audacity 
ξỤ-ΩŘŀ-s₳-ǘŢ\       

(noun) 

 
 
 
1. the willingness to take bold risks 
2. rude or disrespectful behavior 
 
Synonyms: boldness; courage; temerity; nerve; rudeness; bravery 
Antonyms: restraint; humility; timidity; reticence; shyness; respect 
 
 
 

7. effigy 
\ΩŜ-f₳-ƧŢ\   

(noun) 

1. a rough model of a person, often damaged or destroyed in protest 
2. a sculpture or model of a person 
3. a crude representation of one who is hated 
 
Synonyms: likeness; copy; portrait; model; figure; dummy 
Antonyms: None 
 
 
 

8. benign 
 \bi-Ψƴơƴ\ 

(noun) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. beneficial 
2. promoting well-being 
3. having a kind disposition 
4. non-malignant(medical) 
 
Synonyms: kind; beneficial; fortunate; advantageous; harmless;  
non-cancerous (medicine); non-malignant (medicine) 
Antonyms: evil; malevolent; malignant; cancerous; harmful; mean 
 



 CHAPTER ONE:  THE SEEDS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

 

6 SAT® Vocab 800 Book A 
Copyright © 2009 Richard Lillie and Ralph Becker. All rights reserved. 

 

9. fallacy 
\ΩŦŀ-l₳-ǎŢ\   

(noun) 

1. a mistaken belief, especially one based on unsound argument 
2. a failure in reasoning that renders an argument invalid 
 
Synonyms: falsity; misconception; error; untruth; flaw 
Antonyms: truth; fact; certainty; actuality; verity 
 

10. hegemony 
\hi-ΩƧŜ-m₳-ƴŢΣ  
ΨƘŜ-j₳-ΩƳǁ-ƴŢ\        

 (noun) 
 
 

1. leadership or dominance, especially by one country or group over 
another 
 
Synonyms: leadership; dominance; authority; supremacy 
Antonyms: impotence; slavery; weakness; inferiority 

 
 

 
A collage of depictions of the American Revolutionary War: (top left to bottom right) The Battle at Bunker Hill; The 

Death of General Montgomery in Quebec; ¢ƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ /ƻǿǇŜƴǎΤ ¢ƘŜ άaƻƻƴƭƛƎƘǘ .ŀǘǘƭŜέΦ 
 
 
 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/dd/American_Revolutionary_War_collage.jpg
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Chapter 1: Lesson 1- Words in Context:  Complete sentences by filling in blanks with 
Vocabulary Word Denotations or Connotations. 
 
The LIST OF ANSWERS is as follows: 
 

1. adversity                                         6. audacity            
2. alacrity                                            7. effigy 
3. anarchy                                           8. benign 
4. antipathy                                        9. fallacy 
5. apathy                                            10. hegemony 

  
1. Everyone was surprised by the ____________ with which the prospectors responded to the 

discovery of gold in Sacramento, California in 1849. 

2. Germany's invasion of Poland in 1939 proved the __________ of the Allies' belief that 
Adolph Hitler would be satisfied with the taking of Czechoslovakia in 1938. 

3. Roger Woodward displayed great ____________ when he attempted, and succeeded, in 
going over Niagara Falls in a barrel, in 1964. 

4.  The girl reacted with ___________ to the news of an earthquake in the far off city of Lima, 
Peru. 

5. When the first Pilgrims set sail for the New World in 1620, they were beset with much 
_____________, such as storms at sea and internal bickering. 

6. Throughout history, the Romans, the Chinese, and the Americans have engaged in the 
practice of ___________, in which their cultures have dominated those of many other 
countries. 

7. When the Union soldiers occupied the South in the years following the Civil War, the 
Southerners regarded them with ______________. 

8. Macbeth kills King Duncan despite the fact that Duncan is a(n) _____________ ruler, who 
cares deeply for his subjects. 

9. During the heyday of the Roman Empire, its gold coins bore the ____________, or likeness, 
of Caesar. 

10. After the murder of Julius Caesar, in 44 B.C., ____________ reigned in the city of Rome. 
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Chapter 1: Lesson 1- Quick Vocabulary Quiz- (1-10) Match 
 
 
1.____adversity   a. state of disorder due to lack of authority 

2.____ alacrity   b. a mistaken belief 

3. ____anarchy   c. beneficial 

4.____antipathy  d. lack of interest 

5.____audacity   e. brisk and strong enthusiasm 

6.____apathy   f. a strong feeling of dislike 

7.____effigy   g. dominance of one country over another 

8.____benign   h. willingness to take bold risks 

9.____fallacy   i. difficulty or misfortune 

10.___hegemony  j. a model of a person, often burned in protest 
 
 

 
Colonial delegates, including Benjamin Franklin and his son William, were asked by the British government to meet in 
Albany, New York to create a treaty with the Native Indians and devise a defense against the French.  Ultimately, the 

British did not accepǘ ǘƘŜ ά!ƭōŀƴȅ tƭŀƴέ which included a government of the colonies by a central executive and a 
council of delegates.  This plan however, proved to be a useful guide in the years prior to the Revolutionary War. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b6/Albany_Congress.jpeg
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Chapter 1: Lesson 1- Synonyms- Words with the Same Meaning 

Match Each Vocabulary Word with (3) Synonyms 

List of Synonyms 

1. indifference 11. dislike 21. misfortune 
2. problems 12. supremacy 22. good 
3. image 13. kind 23. swiftness 
4. beneficial 14. eagerness 24. error 
5. misconception 15. unconcern 25. disinterest 
6. hatred 16. hardship 26. lawlessness 
7. authority 17. likeness 27. nerve 
8. disorder 18. dominance 28. hostility 
9. falsity 19. chaos 29. courage 
10. promptness 20. boldness 30. model 

 
 
 
1. adversity   ____   ____   ___ 

2. alacrity   ____   ____   ___ 

3. anarchy   ____   ____   ___ 

4. antipathy   ____   ____   ___ 

5. apathy   ____   ____   ___ 

6. audacity   ____   ____   ___ 

7. benign   ____   ____   ___ 

8. effigy    ____   ____   ___ 

9. fallacy   ____   ____   ___ 

10. hegemony   ____   ____   ___ 
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Chapter 1: Lesson 1- Antonyms: Words with Opposite Meanings 

Match Each Vocabulary Word with (2) Antonyms 

List of Antonyms 

 1. admiration  10. approval 
 2. government  11. fact 
 3. interest  12. concern 
 4. success  13. fortune 
 5. truth   14. timidity 
 6. sluggishness  15. inferiority 
 7. fear   16. evil 
 8. order   17. reluctance 
 9. slavery  18. cruel 
 
 
 
1. adversity        

2. alacrity        

3. anarchy        

4. antipathy        

5. audacity        

6. apathy        

7. benign        

8. fallacy        

9. hegemony        
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Chapter One: Lesson 1- Mid-Term Exam
 
1. adversity 

a. leadership or dominance 
b. willingness to take bold risks 
c. lack of interest or concern 
d. difficulties; misfortune 

 
2. alacrity 

a. brisk and strong enthusiasm 
b. leadership or dominance 
c. lack of interest, enthusiasm or 

concern 
d. beneficial 

 
3. anarchy 

a. disorder caused by an absence of 
authority 

b. a mistaken belief 
c. difficulties; misfortune 
d. a strong feeling of dislike 

 
4. antipathy 

a. sculpture or model of a person 
b. leadership or dominance 
c. beneficial 
d. a strong feeling of dislike 

 
5. audacity 

a. a mistaken belief 
b. leadership or dominance 
c. disorder caused by an absence of 

authority 
d. willingness to take bold risks 

 
 
 
 
 

 
6. apathy 

a. a. misfortune 
b. leadership or dominance 
c. a mistaken belief 
d. lack of interest, enthusiasm, or 

concern 
 

7. effigy 
a. an image of a person, often destroyed 

in protest 
b. brisk and strong enthusiasm 
c. willingness to take bold risks 
d. leadership or dominance 

 
8. benign 

a. willingness to take bold risks 
b. beneficial 
c. a mistaken belief 
d. lack of interest, enthusiasm or 

concern 
 
9. fallacy 

a. lack of interest, enthusiasm, concern 
b. the willingness to take bold risks 
c. leadership or dominance  
d. a mistaken belief 

 
10. hegemony 

a. beneficial 
b. a mistaken belief 
c. leadership or dominance  
d. difficulties; misfortune 
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Chapter One: Lesson Two 

Words 11-20 

 11.  impunity 

 12.  instigate 

13.  itinerary 

14.  levity 

15.  paucity 

16.  perpetuity 

17.  probity 

18.  propensity 

19.  redoubtable 

20.  schism 

 

 
These French forts were built in 1753-1754 in the Ohio Valley. The French took offense when 
 American colonists attempted to build Fort Will at what is today Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f4/French_Forts_1754.png
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Chapter 1: Lesson 2- Words 11-20: Pre-Test 

Write in Denotations (main definitions) of Vocabulary Words. 

 

11. impunity- _________________________________________________________ 

12. instigate- _________________________________________________________ 

13. itinerary-__________________________________________________________ 

14. levity-____________________________________________________________ 

15. paucity-___________________________________________________________ 

16. perpetuity-________________________________________________________ 

17. probity-___________________________________________________________ 

18. propensity-________________________________________________________ 

19. redoubtable-_______________________________________________________ 

20. schism-________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Denotations: 

a. formidable, especially as an opponent 
b. to bring about or initiate 
c. ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ 
d. a split or division between two strongly opposed parties 
e. humor or frivolity, especially treating a serious matter with disrespect 
f. the state of lasting forever 
g. the presence of something in only small or insufficient quantities 
h. honesty and decency 
i. a planned route or journey 
j. an inclination or tendency to act in a certain way 
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Chapter 1: Lesson 2-Definitions 

WORDS 11-20  Dénotation (1); Connotation (2, 3, 4, etc.); Synonym; Antonym 

11. impunity 
\ im-ΩǇȅǸ-n₳-ǘŢ\ 

 (noun) 

мΦ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ  
2. exemption from punishment 
 
Synonyms: exemption; immunity; license; privilege; exception 
Antonyms: punishment; liability; consequences; penalty; discipline 
 
 

12. instigate 
\Ωƛƴόǘύ-st₳-ΩƎņǘ\  

 (verb) 

1. to bring about or initiate 
2. to incite someone to do something (usually bad) 
 
Synonyms: incite; foment; initiate; urge; prompt; encourage; spur 
Antonyms: discourage; stop; end; quell; preclude; obviate; obstruct 
 
 

13. itinerary 
\ơ-Ωǘƛ-n₳-ΩǊŜǊ-ŢΣ 
₳-\ 

 (noun) 

1. a planned route or journey 
2. a travel document recording a route or journey 
 
Synonyms: route; course; way; tour; plan; schedule; agenda 
Antonyms: None 
 
 

14. levity 
\ΩƭŜ-v₳-ǘŢ\  

  (noun) 

1. frivolity or humor, especially the treatment of a serious matter 
with disrespect 
 
Synonyms: foolishness; silliness; mirth; merriment 
Antonyms: seriousness; gravity; somberness; sobriety 
 
 

15. paucity 
ξΩǇỤ-s₳-ǘŢ\ 

   (noun) 

1. the presence of something in only small or insufficient quantities 
2. scarcity 
 
Synonyms: shortage; lack; dearth; insufficiency; absence 
Antonyms: wealth; surplus; excess; glut; surfeit; abundance 
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16. perpetuity 
 \ΩǇ₳r-p₳-ΩǘǸ-₳-
ǘŢΣ -ΩǘȅǸ-\     

(noun) 

1. the state of lasting forever 
2. a thing that lasts forever or for an indefinite period 
 
Synonyms: forever; eternity; permanence; continuity; infinity 
Antonyms: impermanence; transience 

 
17. probity 
\ΩǇǊǁ-b₳-ǘŢ\  

 (noun) 

 
1. honesty and decency 
2. the quality of having strong moral principles 
 
Synonyms: honesty; decency; integrity; morality; virtue; credibility 
Antonyms: dishonesty; deceit; deception; insincerity; fraud 
 

 
18. propensity 
 \pr₳-ΩǇŜƴόǘύ-s₳-
ǘŢ\     

 (noun) 

 
1. an inclination or a tendency to act in a certain way 
2. a desire for, interest in, or liking for 
 
Synonyms: tendency; desire; leaning; interest; penchant; 
predilection; disposition 
Antonyms: distaste; aversion; dislike; antipathy; revulsion; scorn 
 
 

19 redoubtable 
ξǊƛ-ΩŘŀǳɦ-t₳-b₳l\   

   (adj.) 

1. formidable, especially as an opponent 
2. instilling fear in others 
 
Synonyms: fearful; frightening; intimidating; vaunted; threatening; 
powerful; formidable 
Antonyms: weak; uninspiring; reassuring; conciliatory; appeasing; 
feeble; powerless; anemic 
 
 

20. schism 
\Ωǎƛ-z₳ƳΣ Ψǎƪƛ- 
also ΨǎƘƛ-; 
among clergy 
usually Ψǎƛ-\   

  (noun) 
 
 
 
 
 

1. a split or division between two strongly opposed parties 
2. the formal separation of a single church or religion into two 
distinct entities 
3. the secession of a group from a church or religion, owing to  
doctrinal differences 
 
Synonyms: division; separation; split; break; rift; fragmentation 
Antonyms: unification; union; harmony; alliance; coalition                    
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Chapter 1: Lesson 2- Words in Context:  Complete sentences by filling in blanks with Vocabulary 
Word Denotations or Connotations. 
 
The LIST OF ANSWERS is as follows: 
 
  11. impunity  16. perpetuity 
  12. instigate  17. probity 
  13. itinerary  18. propensity 
  14. levity   19. redoubtable 
  15. paucity  20. schism 
 
1. Although Napoleon was considered a military genius, he often displayed a(n) _____________ for 
needlessly putting his soldieǊǎ ƛƴ ƘŀǊƳΩǎ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƳƛƴƛƳŀƭ ƎŀƛƴΦ 
 
2. When David appeared before the giant Goliath and challenged him, Goliath reacted with 
_______________ and mocked the diminutive David. 
 
3. Despite his promises not to push for further territorial concessions with his signing of the Munich pact 
in 1938, Adolph Hitler attacked Poland in 1939 and _________________d the Second World War. 
 
4. In the fourteenth century, a great _______________, or split, broke out in the Catholic Church, and 
resulted in the existence of two different Popes. 
 
5. Although Joan of Arc was convicted as a heretic and burned at the stake by the Burgundians, she was 
an honest person who left behind a legacy of _____________.  
 
6. Although some of the worst dictators in history have been punished by death, there were many who 
perpetrated their crimes against humanity with ____________. 
 
7. Although we traveled to Europe during the summer, our _______________ did not include a stop in 
the Scandinavian countries. 
 
8. Some people believe that they will never die, but will live on in ______________. 
 
фΦ ¢ƘŜ DŜǊƳŀƴ ŀǊƳȅΩǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ²² LL ŀǎ ŀ(n) __________________ force began to 
wane when they were forced to fight a war on two fronts. 
 
10. During the Great Depression of the 1930s, the plains states of Oklahoma and Nebraska suffered 
through a severe drought as the result of a(n) _____________ of rain. 
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Chapter 1: Lesson 2- Quick Vocabulary Quiz- (11-20) Match 
 
 
11.____impunity  a. the state of lasting forever 

12.____ instigate  b. a split or between two strongly opposed parties 

13. ____itinerary  c. an inclination or tendency to act in a certain way 

14.____levity    d. exemption from punishment 

15.____paucity   e. formidable 

16.____perpetuity  f. honesty and decency 

17.____probity   g. to bring about or to initiate 

18.____propensity  h. humor or frivolity 

19.____redoubtable  i. a planned route or journey 

20.___schism   j. scarcity 

 
American colonists and British soldiers fought against the Native Indians and the French  

in the French and Indian War and prevailed, gaining control of the Ohio Valley and Canada.  
This engraving is entitled άǘŀƪƛƴƎ possession of Fort Du Quesneέ. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/49/FortDuquesne.jpg
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Chapter 1: Lesson 2- Synonyms- Words with the Same Meaning 

Match Each Vocabulary Word with (3) Synonyms 

List of Synonyms 

 1. scarcity  11. integrity  21. lack 
 2. intimidating   12. penchant  22. amnesty 
 3. decency  13. split     23. cause 
 4. map   14. route  24. schedule 
 5. inclination  15. immunity   25. mirth 
 6. fearsome  16. merriment  26. awesome 
 7. exemption  17. shortage  27. permanence 
 8. infinity  18. divide  28. honesty 
 9. frivolity  19. forever  29. division 
 10. incite  20. provoke  30. tendancy 
 
 
 
 
1. impunity   _____________          _____________          _____________ 

2. instigate                      _____________          _____________          _____________ 

3. itinerary                      _____________          _____________          _____________ 

4. levity                            _____________          _____________          _____________ 

5. paucity                       _____________          _____________          _____________ 

6. perpetuity                   _____________          _____________          _____________ 

7. probity                         _____________          _____________          _____________ 

8. propensity                 _____________         _____________           _____________ 

9. redoubtable              _____________         _____________           _____________   

10. schism  _____________          _____________          _____________ 
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Chapter 1: Lesson 2- Antonyms: Words with Opposite Meanings 

Match Each Vocabulary Word with (2) Antonyms 

List of Antonyms 

 

1. seriousness 10. weak  
2. excess 11. infidelity  
3. dishonor 12. transience  
4. aversion 13. sobriety  
5. consequences 14. surplus  
6. prevent 15. revulsion  
7. association 16. impermanence  
8. powerless 17. union  
9. punishment 18. discourage  

 
 
 
 

1. impunity   _____________          _____________           

2. instigate                      _____________          _____________   

3. levity                            _____________          _____________           

4. paucity                       _____________          _____________           

5. perpetuity                   _____________          _____________          

6. probity                         _____________          _____________        

7. propensity                 _____________         _____________            

8. redoubtable              _____________         _____________       

9. schism   _____________          _____________           
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Chapter One: Lesson 2- Final Exam 
 
1. adversity 

a. disinterest 
b. falsity 
c. formidable 
d. difficulties 

 
2. alacrity 

a. frivolity 
b. briskness 
c. leadership  
d. a division 

 
3. anarchy 

a. dominance 
b. aversion 
c. disorder 
d. scarcity 

 
4. antipathy 

a.  animosity 
b. formidable 
c. boldness 
d.  a sculpture 

 
5. apathy 

a. a desire for 
b. disinterest 
c. beneficial 
d. exemption 

 

6. audacity 
a. boldness 
b. beneficial 
c. disorder 
d. aversion 

 
7. effigy 

a. disinterest 
b. honesty  
c. a sculpture 
d. a division 

 
8. benign 

a. beneficial 
b. to initiate 
c. exemption 
d. boldness 

 
9. fallacy 

a. a desire for 
b. falsity 
c. formidable 
d. to initiate 

 
10. hegemony 

a. a division 
b. dominance 
c. animosity 
d. difficulties 

 

11. impunity 
a. exemption 
b. honesty 
c. difficulties 
d. frivolity 

 
12. instigate 

a. to initiate 
b. beneficial 
c.  a desire for 
d. dominance 

 
13. itinerary 

a. scarcity 
b. a division 
c. a sculpture  
d. planned route  

 
14. levity 

a. frivolity 
b. aversion 
c. honesty 
d. briskness 

 
15. paucity 

a. lasting forever 
b. scarcity 
c.  boldness 
d.  disorder 

 

16. perpetuity 
a. a desire for 
b. animosity 
c.  boldness 
d. lasting forever 

 
17. probity 

a. honesty 
b. falsity 
c. disinterest 
d.  scarcity 

 
18. propensity 

a. lasting forever 
b. a desire for 
c. planned route 
d. to initiate  

 
19. redoubtable 

a. formidable 
b. disinterest 
c. disorder 
d. dominance 

 
20. schism 

a. beneficial 
b. aversion 
c. a division 
d. difficulties
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Chapter One: Essay Containing the 20 Vocabulary Words:  Complete the sentences by filling 
in blanks with Vocabulary Word Denotations and Connotations. 
 
 

The Seeds of the American Revolution 
 
 
Choose one word for each blank:   apathy, impunity, levity, paucity, propensity 
As the British colonies in America were settled during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, 

the colonists quickly developed a preference, or (1)_______________ for freedom and individualism. 

During much of the colonial period, England was preoccupied with long and difficult wars against 

France and Spain. This situation led to a lack of concern, or (2)__________ toward the colonies by 

the British king and Parliament. In fact, what characterized this period was the (3) ______________ of 

laws passed by Parliament for the colonies. The American colonists, as long as they didn't seek 

independence or openly defy the king, were allowed to create many of their own laws and ignore 

minor English edicts with (4) ______________. In addition, the colonies were separated from mother 

England by the Atlantic Ocean. This vast distance enabled the colonists to publicly mock, or regard 

with (5) _______________ the few attempts by the English rulers to increase their control over their 

American "subjects."  

 
Choose one word for each blank:  adversities, anarchy, probity 
The colonists realized that the English would be unwilling to brave the problems, or (6) ___________ 

of a voyage across the Atlantic Ocean just to correct a minor infraction of English law. The 

colonists were aware of just how far they could push the English and still be regarded with  

(7) ___________.  Minor laws were broken, but nothing close to (8) ___________ had ever existed in 

the American colonies by the year 1750.  

 

Choose one word for each blank: benign, hegemony, perpetuity 
At this time, the American colonists and their British "masters" both enjoyed and prospered from 

a relationship based upon " (9)_____________ neglect." By the mid-eighteenth century, England 

possessed the largest colonial empire in the world. England's (10) ______________ included colonies 

in Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and the American continents. This small, island country 

maintained a prosperous colonial trade and had reason to expect this situation to continue for 

 (11) ____________. 
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Choose one word for each blank:  alacrity, fallacy, redoubtable, schism 
However, the (12) ______________ of England's belief that all was well with its colonies manifested 

itself in 1754, as a war broke out between the English and the French over the land of the Ohio 

Valley. English colonists from Virginia had attempted to build a fort in the area of what is now 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The French, who had controlled the Ohio Valley for more than 100 

years, saw the fort as an act of disrespect, or effrontery, to their authority. The French drove the 

Virginia colonists from the site of the fort and a split, or (13) ______________ developed between the 

French and the English, which led to the French and Indian War. The Indians in the Ohio Valley 

sided with the French and the American colonists joined forces with the English. The American 

soldiers proved to be a powerful and courageous, or (14) ______________ force and the French were 

driven out of the Ohio Valley. After the war, the American colonists acted with (15) ______________ 

in quickly establishing settlements in the newly-won territories. 

 
Choose one word for each blank:   antipathy, audacity, effigies, instigate, itinerary 
However, the English king and Parliament, fearing that these settlements would (16)______________ 

an Indian uprising, passed the Proclamation of 1763, which forbade settlement by American 

colonists in the Ohio Valley. The American colonists were outraged and acted with (17) ____________ 

toward their English masters. (18)______________ of English politicians were burned in the town 

squares. The American colonists were stunned by what they felt was the nerve, or (19) ____________ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘΣ ǿƘƻ ƎƭŀŘƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΩ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘΣ ōǳǘ 

attempted to keep the colonial settlers out of the Ohio Valley. This proclamation was the first step 

on the long (20) ______________ which led to the American Revolution in 1776. The Proclamation of 

1763 was the action which sowed the initial seeds of the American Revolution. 

 
Originally printed in 1754 during the French and Indian War, this imageΣ ƻǊ άǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎŀǊǘƻƻƴέ, 

(attributed to Benjamin Franklin), was later reused to persuade the American colonists to join together and fight against 
British rule. The four colonies of New England are clumped together and Georgia and Delaware are not included.

  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9c/Benjamin_Franklin_-_Join_or_Die.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9c/Benjamin_Franklin_-_Join_or_Die.jpg
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Chapter Two:  Two More Seeds in the  
Burgeoning Garden of  the American Revolution  

_______________________________________________ 

 
 

                        1. aggrieved 

                                  2. altruism 

                                  3. foist 

                                  4. incendiary 

                                  5. insatiable 

                                  6. insufferable 

                                  7. insular 

                                  8. mitigate 

                                  9. neologism 

                                10. voluminous 

                                11. penury 

                                12. plethora 

                                13. prodigious 

                                14. proscribe 

                                15. rescind 

                                16. retaliation 

                                17. stupefy  

                                18. trenchant 

                                19. volatile 

                                20. onerous 
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Chapter Two: Lesson One 

Words 1-10 

 1. aggrieved 

 2. altruism 

 3. foist 

 4. incendiary 

 5. insatiable 

 6. insufferable 

 7. insular 

 8. mitigate 

 9. neologism 

10. voluminous 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a9/1835_AmericanMagazine_illus_byAHartwell_v1_no5.png
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Chapter 2: Lesson 1- Words 1-10: Pre-Test 

Write in Denotations (main definitions) of Vocabulary Words. 

 

1. aggrieved-__________________________________________________________ 

2. altruism-___________________________________________________________ 

3. foist-______________________________________________________________ 

4. incendiary-_________________________________________________________ 

5. insatiable-__________________________________________________________ 

6. insufferable-________________________________________________________ 

7. insular-____________________________________________________________ 

8. mitigate-___________________________________________________________ 

9. neologism-_________________________________________________________ 

10. voluminous-_______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Denotations: 

a. occupying or containing much space, or capacity 
b. to impose an unwelcome or unnecessary thing upon another 
c.    incapable of being satisfied 
d.   a newly-coined word or phrase 
e.   intolerable 
f.    having the ability to create or cause fires 
g.   to make less severe, serious, or painful 
h.   lacking in contact with other people or cultures 
i.    selfless concern for the well-being of others 
j.    feeling resentment at having been unfairly treated 
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Chapter 2: Lesson 1-Definitions 

WORDS 1-10  Dénotation (1); Connotation (2, 3, 4, etc.); Synonym; Antonym 

1. aggrieved 
 \₳-ΩƎǊŢǾŘ\        

 (adj.) 

1. feeling resentment at having been unfairly treated 
2. to cause grief or injury to 
3. to offend 
пΦ ǘƻ ƻōǎǘǊǳŎǘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ 
 
Synonyms: offended; angered; wronged; injured; hurt  
Antonyms: comforted; relieved; grateful; gratified; appreciative  
 
 

2. altruism 
\Ωŀƭ-trü-Ωƛ-z₳m\ 

     (noun) 

1. selfless concern for the well-being of others 
2. behavior of an animal that benefits another at its own expense  
3. unselfish concern for others 
 
Synonyms: unselfishness; humanitarianism; benevolence; kindness 
Antonyms: selfishness; greed; narcissism; egotism 
 
 

3. foist  
ξΩŦỤƛǎǘ\ 

    (verb) 

1. to put an unwelcome burden on another, usually via deception 
2. to take advantage of another  
3. to impose by fraud 
4. to  burden another through deceptive maneuvers 
 
Synonyms: burden; force upon; impose; exploit 
Antonyms: accommodate; ingratiate; assuage; help; aid; mitigate 
 
 

4. incendiary 
\ in-ΩǎŜƴ-ŘŢ-ΩŜǊ-
ŢΤ -ΩǎŜƴ-d₳-ǊŢΣ -
dy₳-\ 

      (noun) 
       (adj.)  

1. having the ability to create fires 
2. a device used to create fires 
3. creating or inciting conflict 
 
Synonyms: flammable; combustible; fiery; contentious; provocative 
Antonyms: pacifying; inert; nonflammable; quieting; calming 
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5. insatiable 
\όΨύƛƴ-Ωǎņ-sh₳-
b₳l\  

      (adj.) 

1. incapable of being satisfied 
2. having an unlimited appetite 
3. voracious 
 
Synonyms: greedy; ravenous; unquenchable; gluttonous; unappeasable 
Antonyms: satisfying; agreeable; satiable; amenable 
 
 

6. insufferable 
\όΨύƛƴ-Ωǎ₳-f(₳-)r₳-
b₳l\  

        (adj.) 

1. too difficult to put up with 
2. too extreme to bear 
3. intolerable 
4. displaying unbearable arrogance or conceit 
 
Synonyms: unendurable; condescending; conceited; prideful; aloof 
Antonyms: bearable; tolerable; deferential; modest; unassuming 
 
 

7. insular 
ξΩƛƴόǘύ-ǎǳɦ-l₳ǊΣ -
ǎȅǳɦ-Σ Ψƛƴ-sh₳-l₳r\  

     (adj.) 

1. lacking contact with other persons or society 
2. having no interest in other cultures 
3. ignorant of other cultures 
4. pertaining to an island 
 
Synonyms: isolated; detached; alone; separated; sequestered 
Antonyms:  connected; open-minded; universal; worldly 
 
 

8. mitigate 
\ΩƳƛ-t₳-ΩƎņǘ\ 

     (verb) 

1. to lessen the severity of a situation 
2. to provide relief from pain or illness 
3. to lessen the seriousness of an offense or mistake 
4. to make something, such as an illness, better 
 
Synonyms: ameliorate; better; improve; relieve; moderate; 
diminish; alleviate; assuage 
Antonyms: worsen; exacerbate; aggravate; intensify; magnify 
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9. neologism 
\ƴŢ-ΩŅ-l₳-ΩƧƛ-
z₳m\ 

      (noun) 
        
 

1. a new word or phrase 
2. the act of creating a new word or phrase  
 
Synonyms: coinage; new word; fabrication 
Antonyms: plagiarism; platitude; cliché 
 
 

10. voluminous 
\v₳-ΩƭǸ-m₳-n₳s\ 

           (adj.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. of great volume or capacity 
2. occupying much space 
3. producing large amounts of writing materials 
4. to consist of large amounts of writing materials or books 
 
Synonyms: lengthy; full; massive; extensive; capacious; vast; bulky 
Antonyms: small; tiny; slight; brief; succinct; diminutive; meager 

 

 
Reinforcement artillery led by Henry Knox to end the Siege of Boston 
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Chapter 2: Lesson 1- Words in Context:  Complete sentences by filling in blanks with 
Vocabulary Word Denotations or Connotations. 
 
The LIST OF ANSWERS is as follows: 
 
  1. aggrieved                6. insufferable 

                          2. altruism       7. insular 
                          3. foist                  8. mitigate 
                          4. incendiary               9.  neologism 
                          5. insatiable                10. voluminous 

 
1. In the latter stages of World War II, the United States and England pummeled the 

German city of Dresden around-the-clock with ___________ bombs. 
 

2. hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ 
________________ the Tea Tax upon the already disgruntled colonists. 
 

3. In 1941, the U.S. government instituted the first mass production of antibiotics in hopes 
of _________________ing the inevitable infections inherent in war injuries. 
 

4. One of the major causes of the downfall of the ancient Egyptian civilization was the 
tƘŀǊŀƻƘǎΩ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ŜǊŜŎǘ ǇƻǎǘƘǳƳƻǳǎ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ 
 

5. The American revolutionary period spawned many ________________s, or new 
ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άbƻ ǘŀȄŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 
 

6.  King Farouk of Egypt, who ruled from 1932-1936, was so overweight that he only felt 
comfortable when wearing ________________ clothing. 
 

7. Many people suffer economically throughout their lives because they naively appeal to 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ψψψψψψψψψ_______ for their subsistence. 
 

8. Although many consider Australia to be a(n) ______________ body of land, its vast land 
area has persuaded geographers to deem it a true continent. 
 

9. Many of the ______________ victims of the Holocaust (during World War II) have 
successfully sued the German government for damages. 
 

10. The ______________attitude of the rich woman, who looked down upon the poor of 
the village, created much resentment. 
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Chapter 2: Lesson 1- Quick Vocabulary Quiz- (1-10) Match 
 
 
1.___aggrieved               a. intolerable 

2.___altruism                  b. occupying or containing much space, or capacity 

3.___foist                        c. selfless concern for the well-being of others 

4.___incendiary              d. lacking contact with other people 

5.___insatiable               e. feeling resentment at having been unfairly treated 

6.___insufferable            f. a newly-coined word or phrase 

7.___insular                   g. to impose an unwelcome thing upon another 

8.___mitigate                 h. to lessen the gravity of an offense or mistake 

9.___neologism                i. impossible to satisfy one's appetite or desire 

10.___voluminous            j. capable of creating fire 

 
An engraving of the British troops in the city of Concord, prior to the Battle of Lexington and Concord. 
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Chapter 2: Lesson 1- Synonyms- Words with the Same Meaning 

Match Each Vocabulary Word with (3) Synonyms 

List of Synonyms 

1. unendurable 11. force upon 21. flammable 
2. voracious 12. detached 22. large 
3. unquenchable 13. alleviate 23. unacceptable 
4. mistreated 14. intolerable 24. ravenous 
5. philanthropy 15. generosity 25. lessen 
6. abused 16. unselfishness 26. narrow-minded 
7. spacious 17. capacious 27. assuage 
8. isolated 18. provocative  
9. combustible 19. impose  
10. exploit 20. offended  

 
 
1. aggrieved   ____   ____   ___ 

2. altruism   ____   ____   ___ 

3. foist    ____   ____   ___ 

4. incendiary   ____   ____   ___ 

5. insatiable   ____   ____   ___ 

6. insufferable   ____   ____   ___ 

7. insular   ____   ____   ___ 

8. mitigate   ____   ____   ___ 

9. voluminous   ____   ____   ___ 
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Chapter 2: Lesson 1- Antonyms: Words with Opposite Meanings 

Match Each Vocabulary Word with (2) Antonyms 

List of Antonyms 

  
1. grateful 10. satisfied 
2. worsen 11. cliché 
3. appreciative 12. tolerable 
4. aggravate 13. involved 
5. nonflammable 14. acceptable 
6. narcissism 15. full  
7. platitude 16. inert 
8. selfishness 17. small 
9. integrated 18. tiny 

 
 
 
1. aggrieved        

2. altruism        

3. incendiary        

4. insatiable        

5. insufferable        

6. insular        

7. mitigate        

8. neologism        

9. voluminous        
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Chapter Two: Lesson 1- Mid-Term Exam
 
1. aggrieved 

a. offended 
b. grateful 
c. gratified 
d. pertaining to an island 

 
2. altruism 

a. a worn-out phrase 
b. narrow-mindedness 
c. sincere interest in others 
d. narcissism 

 
3. foist 

a. to impose upon 
b. to welcome with relief 
c. to alleviate 
d. to feel mistreated 

 
4. incendiary 

a. spacious 
b. unquenchable 
c. mistreated 
d. flammable 

 
5. insatiable 

a. isolated 
b. narrow-minded 
c. incapable of being satisfied 
d. extremely difficult to find 

 

6. insufferable 
a. spacious 
b. unendurable 
c. provocative 
d. isolated 

 
7. insular 

a. a worn-out phrase 
b. ravenous 
c. provocative 
d. isolated 

 
8. mitigate 

a. to exploit 
b. to alleviate 
c. spacious 
d. to impose upon 

 
9. neologism 

a. generosity 
b. isolated 
c. a new word 
d. philanthropy 

10. voluminous 
a. spacious 
b. offended 
c. incisive; direct 
d. penetrating 
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Chapter Two: Lesson Two 

Words 11-20 

     11. penury 

    12. plethora 

    13. prodigious 

    14. proscribe 

    15. rescind 

    16. retaliation 

    17. stupefy 

    18. trenchant 

    19. volatile 

    20. onerous 

 
The British assaulting colonial forces on Bunker Hill, which was finally captured. It was a significant loss for  

the colonists, but the British, although they were victorious, lost a third of their forces, including many officers. 
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Chapter 2: Lesson 2- Words 11-20: Pre-Test 

Write in Denotations (main definitions) of Vocabulary Words. 

 

11. penury-___________________________________________________________ 

12. plethora-__________________________________________________________ 

13. prodigious-________________________________________________________ 

14. proscribe-_________________________________________________________ 

15. rescind-___________________________________________________________ 

16. retaliation-________________________________________________________ 

17. stupefy-___________________________________________________________ 

18. trenchant-_________________________________________________________ 

19. volatile-___________________________________________________________ 

20. onerous-__________________________________________________________ 

 

Denotations: 

a. vigorous or incisive in expression or style 
b. involving a burdensome amount of effort and difficulty 
c. an excess of 
d. an attack or assault in return for a similar attack or assault 
e. remarkably great in size 
f. extreme poverty  
g. to forbid, especially by law 
h. likely to change rapidly and unpredictably, usually for the worst 
i. to astonish and shock 
j. to revoke, cancel, or repeal   
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Chapter 2: Lesson 2-Definitions 

WORDS 11-20  Dénotation (1); Connotation (2, 3, 4, etc.); Synonym; Antonym 

11. penury 
\ΩǇŜƴ-y₳-ǊŢ\   

   (noun) 

1. extreme poverty 
2. lack of money 
3. the state of being poor 
 
Synonyms: poverty; destitution; want; indigence; privation  
Antonyms: opulence; prosperity; affluence; riches; wealth; luxury 
 

12. plethora 
\ΩǇƭŜ-th₳-r₳\ 

       (noun) 

1. a great amount of  
2. an excess of  
3. overabundance 
 
Synonyms: excess; overabundance; spate; glut; profusion 
Antonyms: dearth; shortage; scarcity; lack; deficit; deficiency 
 

13. prodigious 
\pr₳-ΩŘƛ-j₳s\ 

        (adj.) 

1. extremely large in size or degree 
2. enormous 
3. monstrous 
4. unnatural or abnormal 
 
Synonyms: large; gargantuan; unnatural; huge; vast 
Antonyms: infinite; tiny; miniscule; common; trivial; diminutive 
 

14. proscribe 
\ǇǊǁ-ΩǎƪǊơō\ 

       (verb) 

1.  to prohibit 
2.  to make unlawful 
3.  to forbid 
4.  to denounce or condemn 
 
Synonyms: forbid; prohibit; prevent; denounce; condemn; ban 
Antonyms: accept; allow; permit  
 

15. rescind  
\ ri-ΩǎƛƴŘ\ 

      (verb) 
 
 
 
 

1. to cancel, as a law 
2. to revoke, as a privilege 
3. to annul 
4. to withdraw an offer or an agreement 
 
Synonyms: cancel; revoke; annul; withdraw; invalidate; reverse 
Antonyms: uphold; confirm;  defend; honor; fulfill; ratify 
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16. retaliation 
\ ri-Ωǘŀ-ƭŢ-Ωņǘ\ 

        (noun) 

1. repayment for a wrong 
2. attack or assault in return for a similar attack or assault 
3  repaying an injury or insult in kind 
 
Synonyms: repayment;  striking back; revenge; reciprocation  
Antonyms: pardon; absolution; amnesty; reconciliation; exoneration 
 

17. stupefy 
\ΩǎǘǸ-p₳-ΩŦơΣ 
ΨǎǘȅǸ-\ 

       (verb) 

1. to stun 
2. to render unable to speak or think  
3. to make numb with shock or amazement 
 
Synonyms: stun; amaze; shock; benumb; astound; astonish 
Antonyms: enlighten; inform; edify; educate; tell; clarify 
 

18. trenchant 
\ -ch₳nt\  

         (adj.) 

1. penetrating and incisive in speech and style  
2. concise and to the point 
3. uncomfortably truthful and undeniable 
4. keen; penetrating 
 
Synonyms: incisive; undeniable; concise; harsh; vigorous; direct 
Antonyms: mild; dull; evasive; watered-down; indirect; euphemistic 
 
 

19. volatile 
\ΩǾŅ-l₳-t₳l\  

       (adj.) 

1. likely to change rapidly or in an unpredictable manner 
2. unpredictable 
3. easily angered or upset 
4. unstable and dangerous 
 
Synonyms: evaporative; changeable; tense 
Antonyms: stable; calm; predictable;  constant; unchanging; reliable 
 

20. onerous 
\ΩŅ-n₳-r₳ǎΣΩǁ-\ 

        (adj.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. being a great burden to a person 
2. requiring much effort 
3. very difficult 
 
Synonyms: difficult; burdensome; oppressive; arduous; problematic 
Antonyms: expeditious; easy; facile; helpful; uplifting; expedient;  
advantageous 
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Chapter 2: Lesson 2- Words in Context:  Complete sentences by filling in blanks with 
Vocabulary Word Denotations or Connotations. 
 
The LIST OF ANSWERS is as follows: 
               11. penury                             16. retaliation 
                             12. plethora                             17. stupefy 
                             13. prodigious                 18. trenchant 
                             14. proscribe                 19. volatile 
                             15. rescind                           20. onerous 
 
1. During the Third Reich, in Nazi Germany of the 1930s, the personal ownership of a handgun 
was _____________d, or prohibited by law. 
 
2. In the 1980s, Ronald Reagan met with Soviet premier, Mikhail Gorbachev in Berlin, and 
ψψψψψψψψψψψŜŘ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŜŘΣ άaǊΦ DƻǊōŀŎƘŜǾΣ ǘŜŀǊ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀƭƭΦέ 
 
3. In Boston, in 1773, the colonists _______________ed against the unfair and excessive British 
taxes by tossing the English tea into Boston Harbor.  
 
4. The current situation in the Middle East, with the ongoing political problems, is an extremely 
____________________ one which could erupt into war at any time.  
 
5. William Shakespeare was a(n) _______________ producer of tragic dramas. 
 
6. Many accidents occurred as the result of the 85 mile-per-hour speed limit so, the authorities 
_______________ed the law to a new speed limit of 60 miles-per-hour.  
 
7. The citizens of England feared that they would be driven into ____________ by the taxes 
which the government had assessed in an attempt to pay for the French and Indian War.  
 
8. In equatorial Africa, malaria is still a persistent problem as a result of a(n) _______________ 
of anopheles mosquitoes in the geographical area. 
 
9. When asked by the Directorate, how he was able to subdue the rioters in the streets of Paris 
in 1799, Napoleon responded with the _______________ comment that he had given the rioters 
άŀ ǿƘƛŦŦ ƻŦ ƎǳƴǎƘƻǘΦέ  
 
10. Throughout its history, the United Nations has been given many ____________ tasks which 
have proven impossible to achieve. 
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Chapter 2: Lesson 2- Quick Vocabulary Quiz- (11-20) Match 
 
11 .___penury                a. likely to change rapidly and unpredictably 

12. ___plethora   b. to shock and astonish 

13.___prodigious  c. to revoke or repeal an agreement 

14.___proscribe  d. extreme poverty; destitution 

15.___rescind                e. the act of repaying an injury or insult in kind 

16.___retaliation          f. an excess of 

17.___stupefy              g. to forbid, especially by law 

18.___trenchant             h. involving a burdensome amount of effort 

19.___volatile                 i. remarkably great in extent, size, or degree 

20.___onerous   j. vigorous or incisive in expression or style 

 
      ά! ±ƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ ƻŦ .ƻǎǘƻƴ ƛƴ bŜǿ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ {ƘƛǇǎ ƻŦ ²ŀǊ [ŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ¢ǊƻƻǇǎΣ мтсуέ    

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7f/Boston_1768_edit.jpeg
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Chapter 2: Lesson 2- Synonyms- Words with the Same Meaning 

Match Each Vocabulary Word with (3) Synonyms 

List of Synonyms 

  
1.   changeable 11.   deprivation 21.   overabundance 

2.   large 12.   cancel 22.   prohibit 
3.   forbid  13.   colossal 23.   payback 
4.   revoke 14.   burdensome 24.   oppressive 
5.   penetrating  15.   unstable 25.   annul 
6.   retribution 16.   stun 26.   enormous 
7.   destitution 17.   poverty 27.   astound 
8.   difficult 18.   flabbergast 28.   unpredictable 
9.   excess 19.   concise 29.   vengeance 
10. direct 20.   condemn  

 
 
 
1. penury   ____   ____   ___ 

2. plethora   ____   ____   ___ 

3. prodigious   ____   ____   ___ 

4. proscribe   ____   ____   ___ 

5. rescind   ____   ____   ___ 

6. retaliation   ____   ____   ___ 

7. stupefy   ____   ____   ___ 

8. trenchant   ____   ____   ___ 

9. volatile   ____   ____   ___ 

10. onerous   ____   ____  
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Chapter 2: Lesson 2- Antonyms: Words with Opposite Meanings 

Match Each Vocabulary Word with (2) Antonyms 

List of Antonyms 

1. deficit 9. stimulate 
2. wealth  10. evasive 
3. affluence 11. allow 
4. non-flammable 12. tiny 
5. excite 13. predictable 
6. scarcity 14. permit 
7. minute 15. easy 
8. indirect 16. effortless 

 
1. penury  ____________  ____________ 

2. plethora  ____________  ____________ 

3. prodigious  ____________  ____________ 

4. proscribe  ____________  ____________ 

5. stupefy  ____________  ____________ 

6. trenchant        

7. volatile        

8. onerous        

 
¢ƘŜ ŦƭŀƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ƛƴ /ƘƛŜŦΩǎ ƎǳŀǊŘΣ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ DŜƻǊƎŜ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ  

during the Revolutionary War. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/02/Washington's_Life_Guard.gif
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Chapter Two: Lesson 2- Final Exam 
1. aggrieved 

a. extremely large  
b. offended 
c. voracious 
d. isolated 

 
2. altruism 

a. isolated 
b. new word 
c. cancel; repeal 
d. unselfishness 

3. foist 
a. new word 
b. to force upon 
c. voracious 
d. to alleviate 

 
4. incendiary 

a. isolated 
b. offended 
c. flammable 
d. to force upon 

 
5. insatiable 

a. voracious 
b. gratified 
c. isolated 
d. offended 

 
6. insufferable 

a. provocative 
b. voracious 
c. isolated 
d. intolerable 

 
 
 
 
 

7. insular 
a. gratified 
b. isolated 
c. uplifting 
d. arduous 

8. mitigate 
a. to alleviate 
b. to isolate 
c. provocative 
d. offended 

 
9. neologism 

a. cliché 
b. generosity 
c. new word 
d. unselfishness 

 
10. onerous 

a. voracious 
b. burdensome 
c. destitution 
d. offended 

 
11. penury 

a. an abundance 
b. revenge 
c. cancel; repeal 
d. poverty 

 
12. plethora 

a. an abundance 
b. poverty 
c. requital 
d. revenge 

 
13. prodigious 

a. unselfishness 
b. extremely  large  
c. incisive; direct 
d. penetrating 

14. proscribe 
a. new word 
b. to force upon 
c. forbid; ban 
d. astound 

15. rescind 
a. to astound 
b. offended 
c. to cancel; repeal 
d. an abundance 

 
16. retaliation 

a. destitution 
b. to forbid; ban 
c. revenge 
d. an abundance 

 
17. stupefy 

a. to annul 
b. to forbid; ban 
c. to prohibit 
d. to astound 

 
18. trenchant 

a. changeable 
b. incisive; direct 
c. abnormal 
d. spacious 

 
19. volatile 

a. changeable 
b. extremely large 
c. bountiful 
d. staggering 

 
20. voluminous 

a. spacious 
b. offended 
c. incisive; direct 
d. penetrating
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Chapter Two: Essay Containing the 20 Vocabulary Words:  Complete sentences by filling in 
blanks with Vocabulary Word Denotations or Connotations. 
 

Two More Seeds in the Ever-Burgeoning Garden of the American Revolution 
 
Choose one word for each blank: altruism, insular mitigate, onerous, penury, plethora, volatile                    
As a result of the French and Indian War, the small, (1)______________ country of England was 

saddled with a burdensome (2)______________ debt which it attempted to (3)______________ by 

raising taxes on its own citizens. This increase in taxes infuriated English citizens, who complained 

that they were forced to bear the costs of a war in a foreign land. The English didn't mind 

sacrificing for the benefit of their government, but there was a limit to their (4)____________. The 

English felt that their colonies were supposed to be a source of revenue to the mother country, 

not to drive their masters into (5)____________. As a result, there was a(n) (6)____________ of riots in 

England in protest of these "war taxes." This unstable, or (7)____________ situation led the English 

government to assess a tax upon the American colonies in an attempt to quiet the furor in its 

own country. 

 
Choose one word for each blank:  incendiary, insatiable, neologism, stupefied 

In 1767, the English Parliament placed many new taxes on the American colonies. Perhaps the 

most inflammatory, or (8)____________ of these levies was the Tea Tax, which imposed a fee upon 

tea imported into the American colonies. In a manner similar to that of their English brothers, the 

American colonists were (9)____________ by the new taxes. The Americans felt that the English 

Parliament had no authority to tax persons who didn't even live in England and had no say in 

English politics. The colonists responded with the (10)____________, "No taxation without 

representation." The American colonists were still angry at the Proclamation of 1763, and viewed 

the English as nothing more than (11)____________ gluttons who expected the colonists to foot the 

bill for the French and Indian War, a war from which only the English government had benefited.  

 
Choose one word for each blank:  foisted, prodigious, rescind, trenchant 
On March 5, 1770, a huge, or (12)______________ crowd of Americans shouted (13)______________ 

insults and hurled rocks and snowballs at British soldiers stationed in Boston to enforce the taxes 

that Parliament had (14)______________ upon the colonists. The frightened British soldiers fired 

into the crowd and killed five Americans. This incident outraged the colonists even more and 

became kƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά.ƻǎǘƻƴ aŀǎǎŀŎǊŜΦϦ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊŀƎŜŘȅΣ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ 

(15)____________ the hated tax on tea. 
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Choose one word for each blank:  aggrieved, insufferable, proscribed, retaliation, voluminous 

Three years of anger and protest followed the Boston Massacre. Finally, during the latter part of 

1773, the colonists came to the conclusion that they could no longer bear the (16)____________ Tea 

Tax, or the (17)_____________  number of other English taxes and regulations.  On December 16, 

1773, a group of colonists disguised themselves as Mohawk Indians, boarded a British ship 

anchored in Boston Harbor, and threw 342 boxes of English tea into the water. The American 

colonists were overjoyed by this act of resistance and dubbed it "the Boston Tea Party." The 

(18)___________ English government demanded that the colonists pay for the tea, but the colonists 

refused. In (19)____________, the English parliament passed the Coercive Acts, which closed the 

port of Boston to trade, put the colony of Massachusetts under the control of a British military 

governor, and (20)____________ the colonists' right to hold town meetings without the approval of 

the British governor. In the same manner as the Proclamation of 1763, the Tea Tax enraged the 

colonists. The Tea Tax led to the Boston Massacre and the Boston Tea Party, two more seeds 

which were planted in the burgeoning garden of the American Revolution. 

 

 
The Boston Tea Party of 1773, American colonists dressed as Mohawk Indians boarded British ships and dumped 

English tea into the harbor in protest of the tea taxes. 

 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/27/Boston_tea_party.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/27/Boston_tea_party.jpg
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Chapter Three:  Crisis in Revolutionary  
America  

______________________________________________________________ 

 
             1. accost 

                              2. adamant 

                              3. autonomy 

                              4. callow 

                              5. conciliate 

                              6. confiscate 

                              7. consensus 

                              8. covert 

                              9. existential 

                            10. precarious 

                            11. flout 

                            12. harass 

                            13. implement 

                            14. lurid 

                            15. fathom 

                            16. severance 

                            17. tenuous 

                            18. thrive 

                            19. vex 

                            20. virulent 
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Chapter Three: Lesson One 

Words 1-10 

     1. accost 

                                  2. adamant 

     3. autonomy 

                                  4. callow 

     5. conciliate 

     6. confiscate 

     7. consensus 

                                  8. covert 

                                  9. existential 

                                 10. precarious 

 
Battle of Harlem 


